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4 JUL. 1983 o9 

People's hiStoria'n at •80 
Mand~t historian A. ~- Morton is 

T-HE weH-know.n·. Marxist his­
itoi,ran • A. I:.. •(Leslie) M'drton 
.cel.i!loi:ates his - 80bh birthday~y. ' 

. He b'!!S ' ma4e h~s mark as. an ' 
•kistoria:n •and wriit:et In seve·ral 
· wajs· 1out· he; ·.ivm ··be . especially
reJP!}rtlber;e~f .by, gen~tfons . of 
·~Jmse who ·ha•ve .l'eacl •h-i6 
People's • ,tldst,ocy qf England
sui'ce he •published-' it in ' rthe 
mi-d-19306. . Toe ·book· has ,,been 
translated into m,any lang"Uages: 

'in • ;v.e11rs inat nave -foi­
~ .he '.has Ptaye,d; a lea4,iq~ . 

oant .Jn, wh-at is sometimes called 
r,t~ a~termtive history'' . • or•' 
"history from ·below" with a 
dozen .or more 'books covering 
centuries of fopula·r stru,g.g-les
and of ,the rea social lire of the 
P-eopte. 

But i:t is not only as a. his­
,tol'ian that he i's tniouim,t of 
among his man-y friend~. H e •has 
a;l~A ta.ken ·iin _active part . }n 
pl>httcs -and was for years· cha.tr~ 
man. 'Of 1;h·e ,Ea~t An&li\\. <l:is;tt~ct 
comm~ttee of • <the Commurust· 
far,ty, a~r ·h4vin~ . bee;ii '.the 

~. L:. Morton: initiator .of "history from ~~-" . 
»- - ee ado ewww,«a :: i PC 14 'WWW¥<• A 4A 
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80' tqday. 
-di9tri~ 'Organi~er in the early• 
l)lart '!f the Secpnd. World .War., 

Born at Bury St. Edmunds in-
a farm.ing falllily he went · ·to, 
Oaml>ridg_e as an under!!,l'a<{ua,te 
in 1921 an.d joined the Com­
munist Party in 1929. He ,took· 
part in ..the • 1934 hunge~ march. 
and was •the corr.espondent for, 
.the . D:\ily Worker.,· .foreninn:e.r of : 
'#,e .M.orl)ing St-i,ir, for 
.A:nglicru;i • eontlngent 
mii.rch. This . y.ear -
later ~ he tnet the 

•~a'reh .for Jobs. <!S 
tlitougb 'Easr Anglia. 

A great ad_mirer o,f 
gressive education,a)ist· A., S. 
Neill, he ta-ught at ·Neil!!s Su,n-1merhill School ' for a time as a 
young man. 

He ¥'.:¥. en •t'he edi-t~rial staff, 
·ii,(Uf ,:1l>'Itily'"Wor~~r ior,7'~ ~uine 
iii tn.e '1930s an'd, ic'tecfaf; ; owner' 
- a nece'S/llM\Y office in those d:ays: 
when the "owner" was the per­
son who went to prison· if ·the 
-paper was sµed. 0n one occasi_on 
the paper:· was sued while · he, 
was owner, but fortpna1ely he 
did not ·have to go to jiil .as·· the 

\ Daily ·W.orker wort the case. . 
• Of rece~t year; he has .been 
generous with t he he\p he , ha; 
given. ·to orga11Jsations' on it-he. lefi' 
wtth lectures and t?lks qn ppli,, 
fa:al and historicai subjects. ,,. . ... ' . . t1 

E ...,.-.. '" .. .,,,. 

•/ 
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HA YING taken part in two un­
employed marches in the 1930s 
I found your accounts of the 
People's March most inspiring. 

; And they set me thinking of 
some of the differences between 
then and- now. 

The first is the far broader 
base this time. The marches of 
the 1930s certainly stirred great
enthusiasm among ordinary 
people but the official leadership 
did not want to know. 

I remem·ber especially the 
Brighton TUC to which we 
marched from . Londo.o. No one 
w,as prepared even to listen to 
what ~e had to say. What an 
advance bas been marked by the 
wJde trade union spoosorship we 
now see; a new stiage in the uoity 
of employed and unemployed. 

Resulting from this ,k hos 
been possible to prepare and 
equip this marcll in a way never 
befO£e seen. In the .1930s we 

letters 
set out on the road with no 
money and li ttle organisation. 

We relied on too suooort ol 
the work.inst people on our wav. 
and our faith was alwavs justi­
fied:. But sometimes things were/ 1>rettv toulth.

/ All the same, I never me t a 
marcher who regretted lhaviw: 
set out. It was an illSPirinst and 
educative experience. as I am 
sure it will cro"l'C: for todav's .t 
marchers. • 

FinaJly, I can see a great 
political advance. Then, we were 
marching against the conse­
quences ot unemployment, 
against the means test. and for 
more humane treatment of iu 
victims. 

That was needed at tllat ttme. 
but it implied a tacit acceptance 
of the fact of unemployment. 
The People's March was based 
on a complete refusal to accept
unemployment and this reprn­
sents an altogether higher sta.Re 
in the struggle. 

I cannot but rejoice in the,se 
things. 

\ A. L. MORTON 
. Suffolk. 
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A . PUBLI CATIONS CONTRIBUTOR 

........ : .Ar: .. . /.!:?"?~~t-/...... wa s a cont-ribut~r t o 

thee/:~."':.~. .'~/;,.. iss'l,.;f .. ...~7'. '. . . .. . 

Hi s~arti cle dealt with . . ... i ..f??.V:~ .. ...... . 

Th·e pub lication i s r etained by Roc.m 596 . 

2 2 APR 1966 



PUBLic..-~T,1_0NS CONTRI BUl'jlog 

. . 8. -~-.r::1 .9.~:-CY.t:-1....... . was a contti butor to 

the . ..tl; ~'-.\ .. \ ~ ~.4 ... . i ssue of ~ .CV'-.x/i~.-y-;f..\o\~ ·. 
\ 

Hi s/ Hy-r' article C.ealt with 

The publication i s reta ined by Room 596. 



The publication is retained by Room 596. 
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.EQ.fil~'t[,ON9 CONTRIBUTOR 

lo1!MPl19tl 

/t;. ~-...~.<?~7:~~~........ was a contributor to 

the . .Y-.4!.<c:1............ issue of' -~~~-~~~ 

His/~ article de:°'lt with ..~ . ln,..__,\,.~ .. ~..... 

The publication is ret8ined by Room 596 . 
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i THE. _l,tJU;l'fi9.~' \ 
l. JEP.L,IE$.
A $0~IAMS'.P' -v;,,iter ,11~fu' 

, tO'·be a;tli!l'~!ted pi, t)i~ cailii ,I~ist pr.ess : i,i a joui;,...l ~kelf 
'. ·'' .-iro~a~'Cl-!' !he J\as·'tJie1ll"igpt, ,oo,, 
,, ex,~,·_\>e.U~l'; ,b]::ea!tmen~: 
' •Api:I :wh<,n a :re;~wer; m -~ 

pt•~~<rdly Sqeia,Ji~ ~eeli.ly, 
,at,taoka ,a book,. as. y.ou.-· ~e,, 

, -Jiey,er, d(!es• "'flio• . Ej}g.lish-
•1.j,topia,;, , sole,l;y- on; {he.,g,rqund 

j:h~ at .coma~. P~ag(\it exs 
p1-es~ing, -a f!i>)!l/)JJ;a.bJe. ,. J.u:d~­
m~~b of tbil. ,Silviot y~~•. '.it, 

.•~ll}jl;"}o, /11'~ -t.1\aJ tl\<i lim~ .of, 
; /'P~~rd1;ty iia)s-, l>e<>n r~a~e<). . . , 
, ;J filrhlle that rin,tQ,Y p~p\~ V), 
ou~ movement are- ,al111~ed' and 

I :)iev/il det eil, at. t!Je •~J,>~too\e: of 
, 'Sociariit~ ' whos,; ,lfil11St .. dl/:tY, 
·a,ppea11& {o. •~ ·.·toi'. sl(l,n' d<l!l~ •,ti~~ 
fh,st Socidts'.t 'C<lwt't1·y, 

; ~ .fo1· ~1e :p,¥-li~\'tla~ •~\Im~&,, 
wh)~h J. H. B).l;l'ne',t:epllfl.1/4,,,tlh~e . 

l :hMe bee)l -dispo,i,elLof so of,~ 
•,t)1a,t ' ~h<ly can ' '()l)i).y . 'M .·beli'e-..eu ' 
,by itho~e iwnO' ,watft; -io ~lieve ' 
them tin' Phe <face o'.ft a:Jii <ihe.i>v3: 

, <lene'e; /fh~re, ·is .no spl!ee • in •a, 
lettei· Ji:ke, this to· -refli1,e -them 
·aga1!1' in.,d,eyaj'I, , . 

0,M,, ~4:;olll \£0.t.c~-½b<>,11r.!: 
omay_:n,,o~ ,~;~ut ?~ ~I~. , ~itl\il 
Sbvie~ lJ:mbp, a,s m a.II, . ,;o_q.n. 
t1·i)IB, •;p-1,'!'ooneifs -,v'ork; '~q ,In 
~e Soviet • 'W:ni an -t\ie norl)laf 
~imison: is ,/1•tbe open, type 'with: 
, which ,•t he,1'im·ex,perj,m.~ts lllri>-

, ust-.~eiJ1>g,1)1/1,de, ii), tlli11 ,;<>qtrf;ry/ 

-/r~i<f ·~:tit,tl~.. ·c;,;,i ~o-_¥ e ~af ' 
• -wltat in, ,B\iil,,l\'i'IJ. ..fa, ha,fl~, ~'I · a, , 

da'l.'Hlg,ly 1)1'0!\"F.CSSJ,Ve e~~"' 
1 n1ertt i') ,JieqoJ:og,y Alf/Corfl.e;>• • a 
, ~~ v,; J(l)bOIJi; eaqn.p. Wh~~1t,exHi~ 

l•n ilie Soviet· t;i)nhin, 
;. • Perliapa, Ji ·am ,d'o.ii}g, }'dur ire: 

! Vliew~· ~ inju~tioo:: 11,~·,dld' ~ip.q._ 
:_•one ~It irimy ho:<!¾, "'" th:iif. _o'f 
insuf;fuci en,t res-pec,t .:for ·the .late, 

' Ge01ie O}\Y,~l, (;!nc~ ~ore. ·it 
. 'l,s. Q~d to-!l'\rdt'a i$ocialj~} SO•CO<ll~ 
:tee~Q~!l t.9-,(j~ end ~ ~ -~ , vrh~e 
! IJwQ •/'!lst •bo.Qk<> ~<H!c\l t he'~<>~est 

•,;tleveL ,tjl•a.t' ant.1-·$oeiali'st ·pr.ci~ 
l Pl\l:ta,11d'a Ji.a6 _.yet'1>f/a'.dl.e(l ir, this· 

codn-w~.,. ' 
• ~.. ~. •M 

, 'l'Jle ~h:;;'l>°pe;;. . ,;;; Old :O · ,;:.·,"°_ ;.i;..;.,;,:.:T~\ 
\ 9:•~.e," s~it,.il};_~ 
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Special Report } 

SUBJECT.Ar.t.hw~... 

);.,~s l). e, .. M_9It.T.9.N.~. 

Reference to Papers. 

3Ql/2!!Pl+.n.? .'. ....... 

.. ........ ··············· ····· •.- ·· ····· 

METROPOLITAN POLICE. 

SPECIAL BRANCH, 

Metropolitan Police, 

Scotland House, 

....2O.th,.. .. day of.... . ....M.a..y.... ................... ......193.6., 

With f urther re:rerence to Arthur Leslie MORTON:­

This 

Kentish Town, N.w ., in 

tl1e 

proprletor of t he "Da lly Worlrnr" . and is registered under the 

Business Na.mes Act 1~16, as t he proprietor of t he "Workers' 

He :frequently· wr:i.tes articles 1n the " Daily Worlrnr" 

and has on various oc0asions reviewed ·books in that paper. 

On 30/11/35 , he was m.enti.oned in the II Daily Worker" a s being 

in cha1•ge of a loca l receiving depot at his home :ror the 

IIDaily Worlrnr" bazaar, which was held in 1~ovember last. On 

4/12/35 , he reviewed a book entitled "Noah and the Wat ~r s " by 

C.Day Lewis and on 22/4/36 h e wrote an article on "Samue l 

Said to be proprietor ot: the " DaHy 
Wo:rlce1•11 

l/5/ 3G . P1•asEmt at May nay demonstration at 
Hyde Park. 

https://BJECT.Ar.t.hw


2 . 

All 'minutes to be numbered in consecutive Ol'der. No. 729 
runruled). 

Hyde Park 

MORTON is known to me . 

p .c . 
Submitted. 

t;, 
I
I 



'l'he 21st . 1tarch 5 . 

With further reference to ' The Unemployed Geader':­

uerewit.11 eubrnitted are tnree copies of the 

~ebruary_ and March editiona of thia 01blicationb. 

not been rn1;1s.illle to obtain tne Janutu'y edition afl 1t ie 

now out of print. 

~'l1ifl perioJ.ictJ.l is not yet rop;istered under ' 'rhe 

aA it doea not appurently come within tl~ rd~1irementa or 

the /\ 0t, but nopies of t.h.e JaIJnary and V,:br-w,1.ry editions 

have been dep•)Rite<l. af the Co pyright .'Jf'fice of t.n e British 

'l'he ,r.ltrch edition i'1a.s not yet been depoe 1 ted. 

Thls i s expected to be don(;; short ly . 

'l'ne pub ... istwr renuine Sam Langley, and the 

µublisl1ing ofTice, lli:1o . w111 te Lion street, 1.£ . 1. 

'!'lit.! Hu.raton Pri.nt.ing Co . whicn ntill prints . the 

paper ie now at Melecio flace , ~ayton ~treet , E. 0 . 1 . Arthur : 

Leolie Morton notified the HegiAtrar of Buoineas Names on 

11 tl:l .· December, rn:.s4, that tllifl concern r.ooved to Nelson 

~lace , E. U. on 8th. De cember, 19j4 . 

Inepeotor . 
Submjtted. ~­

rmipector . 

• . ,~ 

\. 
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