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Friday{ the Labour and
Communist movement has lost a
true son of the British revol-
utionary movement.

He was an outstanding Marxist
historian acknowledged by friend

Morton on

and foe alike.. He -eloquently
brought to life the early pioneering
struggles of working. people in
Britain through his researches.

A People’s History of England,
published in 1938 by the Left Book
Club is still unequalled for its clar-
ity and depth. .

He made his mark as & historian
and writer in many ways and will
be remembered for his numerous
articles, essays and pﬁmph[eta.

Among these was the volume of
gasays published on the occasion of
his  75th birthday, Rebels and
Their Causes, and his pamphlet
published in 1981 by the Commun-
ist Party—When the People Arose,
about the 1381 Peasants' Revolt.

Born on July 4, 1903 at Bury St
Edmungs ip Suffolk into a f[arming

pays tribute
. to outstanding
Marxist writer
A. L. Morton
who died
at the weekend

family he went to Cambridge' in
1921 as an- undergraduate and
joined the Communist Party in
1929 in which he remained all his
life. .
He took part in the Hunger
marches in 1934 and was the Daily
Worker correspondent for thé Edst

Nl Merronl

Anglia contingent. 50 years later
he was to take part in the People'’s
March for Jobs.

Of his experiences of the Hungcr
March he wrote to the Morning
Star in 1981, saying:

“We relied on support of the

workihg peonle.on our. way and aur’

faith was always justified. But
sometimes things were preity
tough.”

“Always alive to political events

" as'they developed he was for years

the chair of the East Anglia dis-
trict of the Communist Party,
following a period as a district or-
ganiser in the early part of the
Second World War.

He was on the-editorial board of *
the Daily Worker in the 30s and
acted as owner—an office reqiiired
those days when the “owner” was
the person who went to prison if
the paper was sued.

He contributed many articles
and reviews for the Daily Worker
and the Morming Star, and was
generous in the help he gave to
many organisations on the left
with lectures apd talks on both
palitical and historical subjects.

He leaves a widow, Vivien,
daughter of T A Jackson and a son |
‘Wicky. ' '
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“historian and writer in several and of the real
-ways, '‘but he will be especially WOD']F'

‘those who

Marxist historian A. L. Morton is

THE well-known Marxist his- pant in what is sometimes called
torian A. L. (Leslie) Morton 't ‘alternative hmtory-”. - or

_celabmtes his - 80th birthday ‘“history from below” with a

dozen or more books covering

H‘; has made his mark as an oenturies of Popullaalr hgrgéwtlﬁg

remembeﬁaél bﬁ generations of But it is not only as a his-

read his popian that he is thought of
People’s His Of Engfand among his many friends. He has
since he published in’ the always taken an active part in

mid-1930s. The book has been  politics and was for yean. chair-
, translated into many languages. man of the East Ang Cla district

In th-e ars that have fol- committee ommunist’

lowed he has played a leading Party, after he_vina_z been the

People’s historian at 80 "\

80 today.

district organiser in the early
part of the Second World War,

Born at Bury St. Edmunds in
a farming family he went to
Cambridge as an undergraduate
in 1921 and joined the Com-
munist Party in 1929. He took
part in the 1934 hunger march
and was the correspondent for
the Daily Worker, forerunner of
2‘he Morning Star, for the Eastu

nglican  contingent in the
march. This year — 50 years
later — he inet the People's
Mareh for Jebs as it passed
through East Anglia.

A great admirer of the pro-
ressive.  educationalist' = -A. S.
eill, he taught at Neill’s Sum-,
merhlll School for a time as a'
young man.

He was on the editorial staff
of ‘the’ Daily "Worker ford 'fime
in the 19305 and acted’ as bwner
—a necessary office in those days.
when the “owner” was the per-
son who went to prison if the
paper was sued. On one ozcasion
the paper: was sued while he
was owner, but fortunately he
did not have to go to jnil as the

‘Daily Worker won the case.

Of recent years he has been
generous ‘with the help he. ha:
given to organisations on the lef:
with lectures and talks on poli-
ncal and historical sublecrs

Ef‘




HAVING taken part in two
employed marches in the 19305
I found your accounts of the
People’s March most inspiring.
And they set me thinking of
some of the differences between
then and now.

The first is the far broader
base this time. The marches of
the 1930s certainly stirred great
enthusiasm among  ordinary
people but the official leadership
did not want to know.

I remember especially the
Brighton TUC to which we
marched from London, No one
was prepared even to listen to
what 'we had to say. What an
advance has been marked by the
wide trade union spousorship we
now see; a new stage in the unity
of employed and unemployed.

Resulting from this it has
been possible to prepare and
equip this march in a way never
before seen. In the 1930s we

letters

set out on the road with no
money and little organisation.

We relied on the support of
the working people on our way,
and our faith was always justi-
fied. Bur sometimes things were
pretty tough.

All the same, | never met a
marcher w ho regretted having
set out. It was an inspiring and
educative experience, as | am
sure it will prove for todav's
marchers.

Finally, I can see a great
political advance. Then, we were
marching against the conse-
quences of unemployment,
against the means test, and for
more humane treatment of its
victims.

That was needed at that tume,
but it implied a tacit acceptance
of the fact of unemployment.
The People's March was based
on a complete refusal to accept
unemployment and this repre-
sents an altogether higher stage
in the struggle.

I cannot but rejoice in these

things.
A. L. MORTON
Suffolk.
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who is 70 this week and
w‘ell kng#m For many. years,
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w works, some of which

Imted below. by s

P"bl" rers, Lawrence and
Wlshm




PUBLICATIONS CONTRIBUTOR L)

A MeRTon

l"‘..’l' IIIIIII 2 8 *FE S e RS E R

‘;l;e &&.f—?&% 'éﬁ isszé.. C?M“‘"""“'a'*;’j .....

FWSWS.I‘TJICJ_G dealt with ...

The publication is retained by Roem 596,

pe

b
22 APR 1066 o or Ch. %avd



PUBLIC. .TIONS CONTRIBUTOR

i
i
L
&

F4 A

K I\{it’{w’ i S was a contributor to

l

® a's'e B 0w

the .. .G .»U.\‘\..H\. . MQL: ceny LTOBUS o:E"\J.\.Eu\N.S MT{C\W.} .o

S|

. . L . R M \d -~
His/Her artlicle dealt with ..5. .. 9% %93 0% s

The publication is retained by Room 596,



PUBLIC/TIONS CONTRIBUTOR -
B 2ot~ MP- 18

.........,)?:151%1....... was a contributor to

I\.:_\-) Epitern e \"’

the .loto-ct.otb?.o...- iSSUe Of Q....‘{\:\vlllltol-.io

-

?; “e. Eé g_'

His/HeT article dealt with .......“\..............

The publication is retained by Room 596,

ok s U SIS ST mmm oo e e e e e e ek e AR S S M R S e R R SR R G S e S S A B e e e e s e

(3yn



e e ot v —— T ——

PUBLIC/ATIONS CONTRIBUTOR

3c>llh1P‘IQl“]
q'L‘.MOR‘OM. .. Was a contributor to
the . L"Q/("?' R R .o 1issue of .» ‘r \,“\';MQD\

L3

L S L L e, L

His/HeT article dealt with .

The publication is retained by Room 596,

i o e e e e o e e i i R S i W PN e RS A S SN SN WS SN S SN M M I D e —— T T S e



l’“l?‘_"‘-_'l) L‘.;\-i

Fod wd N2AD . 44 ( ¢ 1/5"'3

SGGI&LI’S'F wmer lmpﬂcfs

i 1 to ber attacked |

“talist press: in'a Jouam.al léke«l

; “Foryand ' he has the vight o
. expect: ‘better treatment:

And when & reviewer
professetly  Bocialigh weel'dy
l;i:aok.g a book as. your re.
wawat- does a The.  English
+Utopia,” solely on the ground
that it containg pdsgages ex-
presging a favourable Jnge-
ment of the S;wpe:h U:Pmn, it
EBﬂm\s “to that the limit of
abam'(ll ’%;Fi{b:s heem rgaehed. ;

1 {hink that many peopls in
ol movement are alarmed and
bewildered at the speetacls: of
fSocialists ' whose, fivet’ duty
appéars to, he tog slapden itlh'q
fivs{ Socialist country,

o Ag for the particular slanders,
which J. H, Bs.pme repoats, these
thave been disposed i so often
that they ean ouly be believed
by those who want' ta believe
thém in the face of all'the. evi-

. deénge. There is mo space in a
letter like this to refute them

‘again in-detail,

One: on “f Labour

i m{}ut of m In the

je Umm. as in all coun-
tries,” p‘l:jsmz‘s work,  And in
the  Soviet Union the normal
prison 1s of ‘the open type wi
 which, the fixgt e:npe\rpmmta are.
ig{:t being made in this coyniry, /

l i & dittle cmm‘g 2°3 qe»e ﬁ’ln-‘t
1dn Bﬁrwls; a,'swh&ﬁeﬂ:as'a L
da'nmg'ly Progressive ewpen
" ient in penology ‘becorties &
siw.re; lalhour eamp Wherl ity ednabs
in the Soviet Upnlon.
| Perliaps T am dolug your re-
| viewer an injustice: he did find
one f.aplt in my bod]; that of
umufﬁtnen,t respeot For the late.
" George Oiwell, Once more, it
{s odd tod Iindm Soclalist. B0 0~
7,i;erned tosdefend a vmber whose
| two laapbooks touch the Sowmst
plevel, that anti-Soeidlist 1>ra-
paga;ndd has yet! maxfhed in this
nmm!.'rx
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SUBJECT Artinm

Leslie MORTON.

Reference to Papers.,

B01MP /1917,
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METROPOLITAN POLICE. " 1

/

/!

v SPECIAL BRANGCH,
Metropolitan Police,

Scotland House,

- 20th..day of...... May. . 103.8,,

With further reference to Arthur Leslie MORTON:-

5 R

This man still resides at 22, Bartholomew Road,

Kentigh Town, N,W,, in

proprietor of the "Dally Worker" and is registered under the
Business Names Act 1918, as the proprietor of the "Workers'

Press" and the "Marston Printing Company".

He frequently writes articles in the "Daily Workep"

and has on various occasions reviewed books in that paper.

On 30/11/35, he was mentioned in the "Daily worker" as being
in charge of a local receiving depot at his home for the
"Daily Worker" bazaar, which was held in Wovenmber last. On
4/12/%6, he reviewed a book entitled "Noash and the Waters! by

C.Day Lewis and on 22/4/%6 he wrote an article on "Samuel

Butler, Sabtiriat”.

Sald to be proprietor of the "Dally
Worker"

1/5/56. Present at May Day demonstraticon at
Hyde Park.
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All minutes to be numbered in consecutive order. No. 729
Mnruled).

Hyde Park

MORTON is known to me. o 4 P
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The 21sat. darch
Unsmployed Legader

b ]
.

Yith further reference to ' The Uneuployed Lesdsr!:-
uegrewith submitted are toree coples of the
502 /%0/496 . rebruary. and march s—:dﬁtiona of this publicationg. It heas
not been possible to obtaln the Jaruery sditlon as it ise
now out of print.

This periodical is not yet repistered under ' Ths
Hesapaper Libel and wnegistration Act ' at Bomerset House
as it doea not apparently come within the reguirements of
the fot, but coplse of thne Jarmary and Fsbroary editlous
have been deposited at the Copyright Dfflee of the British
Wasun, The sarch edition ias not yet been deposited.

This iz expected to be done sbortly.

Tne pubilsher remalus Sam Langley, and the
publisning offlce, lla. Yiite Lion ¥treet, LK.1.

The darston Printlng Co. whilech otill prints the
paper 1s now at Nelson Flace, Cayion Street, E.C.1. Arthur
Lealie Jorton notifiesd the Registrar of bBusiness Nanmes oh
1lth. Decembesr, 1944, tiat thils concsrn moved to Nelson
Place, L.C. on Bth, December, 1944, He 1s now 1iving at

82 Bartholomew Rownd, N.W.5. Rﬂgﬂi)'

aubmitted, \§~¢~thghsgerluh,&
Inapector.

A g Hondev ft 7.

Inspesotor,

P T

' - ; ’L /'/
f Superintendent.
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